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Continuing the Textile Glossary

• Expanding the existing glossary

• Textile terms from three leaflets from Nordisk Textillärerförbundet (NTF) -

publications of the 1970s and 1980s (NTF Utredningsserie)

• Focus: How do we combine the non-verbal and verbal elements?
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From Industrial to Educational Contexts

• Previous terminology from the 1950s with an industrial and prescriptive 

focus on harmonizing and standardizing with verbal definitions.

• Newer materials from educational institutions with focus on handicrafts –

non-verbal representations as definitions.

• Different views on processes
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Textile Glossary
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Broderihåndbogen: https://broderihaandbogen.dk

https://broderihaandbogen.dk/


The database
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• Digitizing three 

leaflets in the online 

glossary

• Illustrations of 

approximately 100 

concepts of knitting, 

crocheting, 

embroidery and 

textile tools

• Integrating non-

verbal elements. 



The functionalities of the database 
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Verbal and non-verbal definitions
Terminologicentralens meddelelser NTF
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Drawings of textile tools and embroidery
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Challenges with incorporating non-verbal elements

• How to represent processes in a static format? 

• Sequential understanding: Photograps are static, making it difficult to show 
dynamic step-by-step processes
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Difficulties with representing processes in a static format?
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Further questions

• Should we define textile concepts by their process instead of as fixed 

objects?

• How do we represent dynamic action?

• How do we deal with temporality in glossaries? 
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Ideas for further studies

• Silk Ribbon project – database

• Cross-linguistic and cross-cultural application.

• https://www.traditionaltextilecraft.dk/databaseofsilkribbons 

• Nordic collaboration 

• Establish a new working group 

• Continue glossary development collaboratively
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https://www.traditionaltextilecraft.dk/databaseofsilkribbons
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Textile Terminology at CTR

• Textile Glossary - https://www.traditionaltextilecraft.dk/glossary

• Nordisk Tekstilteknisk Terminologi - Danish terms 

https://www.traditionaltextilecraft.dk/tekstilmuseet

• Textilnet - www.textilnet.dk

• Save the loom project – terminology about types and parts of the looms

https://www.traditionaltextilecraft.dk/terminology-2
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